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The challanges of the South

 Growing population

 Bad economic structure

 Unemployment (youth)

 Rising political tensions

 (Islamic) radicalisation

 Migration pressure

 Environmental concerns



Economic instruments

 Trade policy

 Financial assistance

 Privat capital flows

 Legal migration, mobility



Economic instruments in the Euro-Med

Framework

1995 Euro-Mediterranean Partnership

Euro-Med Free Trade Agreements

MEDA I (1995-99) EUR 4.6bn

MEDA II (2000-2006) EUR 5.3bn

2004 ENP 

ENPI (2007-2013) 



ENPI (2007-2013) commitments



ENPI (2007-2013) disboursements



Economic instruments in the Euro-Med

Framework

 2008 Union for the Mediterranean

Focus on infrastructural projects (transport, 

energy, environment)

 Revisions of ENP

 2016 Global strategy



ENI (2014-2020)



Trade agreements

 Euro-Med FTA

limited scope (agriculture, service sector not included) 
and limited impact

missing regional agreements (‚hub-and-spoke’)

Missing dynamic effects of liberalisation: not attractive
for FDI, limited domestic investment capacity

DCFTAs? (Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan)



EU-med trade, 2006-2016

EU imports EU exports Balance

million Euro Yearly growth, 

per cent

Per cent 

of extra-

EU 

million Euro Yearly

growth, per 

cent

Per cent 

of extra-

EU 

million Euro

2006 128592 9,4 114771 10,0 -13821

2007 134784 4,8 9,3 124221 8,2 10,1 -10563

2008 151654 12,5 9,6 137495 10,7 10,5 -14157

2009 107265 -29,3 8,7 121239 -11,8 11,1 13974

2010 133333 24,3 8,7 150714 24,3 11,1 17381

2011 132237 -0,8 7,6 161916 7,4 10,4 29680

2012 155499 17,6 8,6 175207 8,2 10,4 19707

2013 146480 -5,8 8,7 179427 2,4 10,3 32947

2014 139396 -4,8 8,2 177494 -1,1 10,4 38098

2015 133608 -4,2 7,7 184987 4,2 10,3 51378

2016 131942 -1,3 7,7 186244 0,7 10,7 54302



Med trade partners

Partner Total 

trade

% Partner Exports % Partner Imports

(bn USD)

%

World 664,6 100 World 247,5 100 World 417,2 100

1. EU28 293,6 44,2 1. EU28 120,2 48,6 1. EU28 173,4 41,6

2. China 66,4 9,2 2. USA 28,4 11,5 2. China 60,0 13,2

3. USA 55,6 8,4 3. UAE 8,1 3,3 3. USA 27,2 6,5

4. Russia 24,7 3,7 4. Iraq 7,8 3,2 4. Russia 22,2 5,3

5. India 16,6 2,5 5. China 6,4 2,6 5. South

Korea

12,6 3,0



Political economic aspects

 Political regimes unchanged

 Economic reforms: privatisation, liberalisation

 Political clients, family – crony capitalism

 Growing inequalities, growing discontent – Arab 

spring

Fair development, inclusive growth vs. Economic status 

quo unchanged



Conclusions

Failed partnership?

 EU: 

neoliberal approach, low commitment, decreasing

attractiveness

Med: 

Political economic background, decreasing interests



Conclusions

Security challenges are there: 

civil wars, failed states, spread of radical Islamism, 

migration

Solution:

Larger commitment? More differentiation? Security-

based cooperation (resilience)?



Thank you for your attention!


